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or Russia at war with Turkey, the country at war need have
no fear of an attack on its rear by either of the other two
Eastern Empires. Austria's interest in the Balkans was
safeguarded by the provision that this first clause in Art.
I should apply to a war between Russia and Turkey, "but
only in case a previous agreement has been reached between
the three Courts relative to the results of that war."
In Art. II the three Signatory Powers agreed to respect
the rights acquired by Austria in Bosnia and Herzegovina
by the Treaty of Berlin, and to make no changes in the ter-
ritorial status quo of "Turkey in Europe" except by com-
mon consent. By tacit implication this meant that Russia
could still pursue her forward policy in the Caucasus where
Austria and Germany were not particularly interested.
Saburov's fears of an English fleet in the Straits were
quieted by Art. Ill:
'The three Courts recognize the European and mutually
obligatory character of the principle of the closure of the
Straits of the Bosphorus and of the Dardanelles. . . . They
will take care jointly that Turkey shall make no exception
to this rule in favor of the interests of any Government
whatsoever by lending to warlike operations of a belligerent
Power the portion of its Empire constituted by the Straits.
In case of infringement, or to prevent it if such infringement
should be in prospect, the three Courts will inform Turkey
that they would regard her, in that event, as putting herself
in a state of war towards the injured Party, and as having
deprived herself .thenceforth of the benefits of the security
assured to her territorial statics quo by the Treaty of Berlin."
A supplementary protocol provided for friendly coopera-
tion between the consular and other agents of the Signatory
Powers in the Balkans, and for the possible reunion of
Bulgaria and East Rumelia, Russia's concessions to Aus-
tria in the Reichstadt Agreement and Budapest Convention
were reaffirmed by a clause agreeing that: